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Strict controls on the watermelon market - A fine of HUF 19 million and 308 kg of melons
destroyed during an inspection by the NATCP

The National Authority for Trade and Consumer Protection (NATCP), in cooperation with
county government offices, launched a comprehensive investigation during the summer
season, which focused on watermelons. Experts checked the quality, labeling, and
traceability of products from wholesalers to retail chains and roadside vendors. The aim of
the action was to ensure that consumers have access to safe, flawless products, while also
protecting the interests of honest market players.

During the inspections , experts checked a total of 485 commercial units, inspecting 426 domestic
and 132 imported items. As a result of the operation, fines were imposed in 26 cases, amounting
to more than HUF 19 million. As part of the control, 308 kilograms of melons had to be destroyed
due to two untraceable items.

At the beginning of the season, imports, mainly watermelons from Greece and Italy, typically
dominated the market, while the proportion of domestic products gradually increased as the
summer progressed. Overall, the quality proved to be satisfactory, but one Greek batch had to be
withdrawn from sale due to immaturity, as it did not reach the standard 8 Brix degree. At the main
warehouse of one of the largest retail store chains, experts found a batch of overripe, spoiling
goods that had been prepared for sale, resulting in a fine of more than HUF 16 million.

that Based on the findings of the investigation the most common deficiency was insufficient or
missing labeling, especially the failure to indicate the country of origin and quality class on the
labels. During the pesticide residue tests, both domestic and imported samples proved to be
compliant, with the exception of a few results that are still pending; neither quantities in excess of
the limit value nor unauthorized active substances were detected in them.

Dr. Lilla Német-Weingartner, Chair of the NATCP, said that ,,watermelons are still mostly sold at
temporary roadside stands, but as a result of regular inspections by the authorities over the years, there has been a
definite improvement in sales conditions. On this basis, significant fines have been imposed primarily on larger
commercial entities."

The NATCP and government authorities will continue to carry out seasonal controls in the future
to ensure that only safe, high-quality and traceable products reach consumers' tables. Experience
shows that consistent official involvement helps to strengthen fair market conduct and maintain
the trust of domestic producers and consumers.
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